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      Message From The President 
            September/october 2025 
 
Even though we have plenty of great weather ahead of us, Labor Day pretty much marks the 
end of our summer season here at Lake Shawnee, as kids go back to school, fewer people will be 
at the beach. Just a reminder: all township schools open on September 4, so please drive with 
care. 

In this edition, we acknowledge the passing of longtime Club Member and past Club President 
Kent Hansen. Kent served as Club President from 1984 to 1996 and helped organize our Jr. 
Sailors here on the Lake. Kent could often be seen walking around the Lake with his dog,  
Daisy. We extend our deepest condolences to his wife, Mary, and his entire family. Please keep 
all in your thoughts and prayers. 

I have been asked to present some of my Lake Shawnee memories for the Jefferson Township 
Historical Society at the Jefferson Library on September 10 at 7:00 pm. Having grown up here 
in the Lake, and with my grandfather building one of the first 20 homes in the Lake, I was 
asked to share some of our history and my memories of growing up in our beautiful lake  
community. Our Membership VP, Dina Troha, will also be hosting our first "Welcome to the 
Lake" event on September 14, starting at 1:30 pm, for new members. All are welcome, and I 
will present a brief history of our Lake.  

Thank you to Swim Team Chairman Amy Szekula, our Swim Team Committee, our coaches, 
Jamie Breiten, Sam Iversen & Michayla Vassallo, and all our parents for another great swim 
season. Our summer swim team has been a long-standing tradition here at Lake Shawnee,  
offering an excellent experience for our young swimmers. 

Thank you to Kristen White, the Social Committee, and our Membership VP Dina Troha, for 
all the wonderful summer events and year-round work. We have one last summer event 
planned for August 30th to wrap up the season, so be sure to join us for our annual "End of 
Summer Beach Party." Check inside this edition for our fall events.  

Putting on my Mayor hat, as all are aware, the Township micropaved roads on the East side of 
the Lake. I posted information regarding the tire turn marks on the LSC Facebook page. They 
will mostly go away after winter. Many asked when they would be line striping. They have to 
wait a month after the application. So around the first week in September, this should be  
completed. 

There will be no regular Board meeting on September 5th.  

 

Enjoy the end of summer. 

 

Eric Wilsusen 

Club President 

ericwilsusen@lakeshawneeclub.org 
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    HIGHLIGHTS 
September 7th, 8:00pm 
   Full Moon Celebration 

September 8th, 7:00pm 
   Jewelry Making Class 

September 14th, 1:30pm 
   Lake Day -  
   New Member Mixer 

September 20th, 10:00am 
   Dog Walk and Pet  
   Parade 

October 10th, 7:00pm 
   Fall Festival and 
   Storytime 

October 19th, 3-5:00pm 
   Halloween 
   Trunk or Treat 



 

The Lake Shawnee Clubhouse is located at 4 West Shawnee Trail Wharton NJ 07885 

 For Club Business and Rentals please contact our Office Manager, 

Lisa Peter at 973-663-1307 or officemanager@lakeshawneeclub.org 

The Office is open during the hours of 8:30am-12pm on Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday 

CLUB HOUSE RENTALS 

Rates and Terms 

Members only 

Full Day Rental: $300 
 

 

 A deposit off $200 and a signed  
agreement are required to  
secure your rental date. 

Call 973-663-1307 

                                        Board Meetings are held on the first Friday of every month.  
                                                                     All members welcome!! 
                                      Visit our website frequently for the most up to date information:                 
                                                                  www.lakeshawneeclub.org 

                                www.facebook.com/groups/lakeshawneeclub Page 2 

Board of  Governors 

Officers 
President   Eric Wilsusen   663-0596 
Executive VP                 Vince Matrisciano  663-5964 
Membership VP Dina Troha   663-6737 
Treasurer  Marc Sanderson        201-259-2733 
Secretary  Kristeen McConnon        769-0551  
 

Members At Large 
Jeff Keith  476-8857 
John Stern  663-5427 
Kristen White                 255-9326 
Al Pichieri                      663-5428  
Lise Meisner       201-230-8791       
Bill Carroll                     945-9310 
Christine Cumberton 557-3845 
Matt Dallicardillo          713-3610 
 

Property Maintenance Chairs: 
First Beach   Eric Wilsusen  663-0596 
Club House  Vince Matrisciano 663-5964 
Second Beach  Bill Carroll            234-5413  
Third Beach   John Stern                      663-5427 
White’s Cove   Al Pichieri  663-5428 
 North End  Matt Dallicardillo          713-3610 
South End/Dam             Eric and Vince 
  

Commi ee Chairs:  
Swim Team   Amy Szekula       201-874-2031 
Social Committee Kristen White  255-9326          
Fishing Committee Bobbie Harris  725-9002 
Summer Night Patrol  Eric Wilsusen  663-0596 
Lake Ecology   Jeff Keith  476-8857  
Life Guards   Kristen Iaconetti 
LSC News Editor           Kristeen McConnon      769-0551 
 
lscnews@lakeshawneeclub.org  
 
Newspaper Deadline 15th of the month prior to printing. 
 
Interested in placing an ad in the LSC News go to  
www.lakeshawneeclub.org/clubhouse.html 



 

 
The Social Committee is Seeking Volunteers 

In order to ensure the success and continuation of this year’s events, 
we need more volunteers to come out and lend a hand. Without in-
creased involvement, we will be forced to cancel events that we have all 
come to love. A large commitment isn’t necessary. We are asking mem-
bers to sign up to chair an event(s). New ideas are always  
welcome. We will share experiences and help you every step of the way. 
Grab some friends, pick an event and let’s work together!! If you are 
interested, please email  
social@lakeshawneeclub.org. 
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September 2025 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 
 

3 4 5 
 

6 

7 
Full Moon 
Celebration 
8:00pm 

8 
Jewelry  
Making Class 
7:00pm 

9 10 
Seniors 
1:00PM 

11 12 13 

14 
Lake Day 
New Member 
Mixer 1:30pm 

15 16 17 18 19 20 
Fishing  
Contest 
6:30am 

Dog Walk 
Pet Parade 
10:00am 

21 22 23 
 
 
 

24 
Seniors 
1:00PM 

25 26 27 

28 29 30     
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October 2025 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 
Board Mtg. 
7:00pm 

4 

5 6 7 
Social Cpmm. 
Mtg. 7:00pm 

8 
Seniors 
1:00PM 

9 10 
Fall Festival 
and Storytime 
7:00pm 

11 
Fishing  
Contest 
7:30am 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 
Halloween 
Trunk or Treat 
3:00-5:00pm 

20 21 22 
Seniors 
1:00PM 

23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  
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                           Summary of  the Lake Shawnee Club Board Meeting 

                                                                      July 11, 2025 

 

It was reported that Planet Network was installed to provide internet service at the Clubhouse, First Beach and the Snack 
Shack.  

The Social Committee reported on events held in June - Wine Tasting on the 7th, Full Moon Celebration on the 11th, and 
Trivia Night on the 21st.  In July, they held the 4th of July Bike Parade and Kick off to Summer. It was a beautiful day and a 
great turnout!  The Seniors raised $142.05 from their bake sale to donate to the LSC Scholarship Fund.  LSC merchandise 
and several ducks for the End of Summer Celebration were both sold. The Rock Snake was started and several votes were 
received for the name and distance achieved by the End of Summer Celebration.   The first Ice Cream Social was cancelled 
on the 8th, due to the weather. Coming up in July are the following events: Biathlon/Color War/Movie Night – 18th, Ice Cream 
Social – 22nd, and Storytime – 29th. 

There was a brief discussion on Summer Night Security.  It was decided to skip this season due to lack of volunteers, but to 
consider coverage on weekends and holidays in the future.   

Life guards are doing well this season and are offering swim lessons once again.  

The Fishing Committee reported that the lake has had two fishing contests so far this Summer. The bass are healthy and 
averaging 9-11”. There were 10 anglers for the first contest and 17 for the second (4 kids and 7 fly fishermen). Donations 
were made towards stocking the lake for next year.   The next contest is 7/19 – 4-9pm, which will finish at the Clubhouse.  
There will also be a children’s contest on 8/16.  It was reported that $2900 came in for the Fishing Committee from member 
donations and fishing badges.     

The Swim Team kicked off their season on June 25th versus Cranberry Lake. The team lost, but gave a great effort. They 
continued with a win on June 28th versus Park Lakes, a win on June 30th versus Shore Hills, a loss on July 2nd vs. Saffin 
Pond and a loss on July 9th versus Shongum.  The team held a car wash on June 29th that was very successful.  The Ribbon 
Meet was held on July 7th where the team hosted 6 teams and several alumni were in attendance. The team held a water 
polo night on 7/10 instead of practice.  Upcoming events include meets on July 12th versus Roxbury and the last home meet 
on July 16th versus Randolph. The team will be going to the Miners baseball game on July 19th and participating in a lake 
swim on July 23rd. The last team meet will be on July 22nd versus Mount Olive. Silvers will take place on July 26th and the 
End of Season banquet will be held on July 27th at Picatinny Arsenal.  

Projects completed on Club properties included the following: urinal in the men’s bathroom at the Clubhouse repaired, new 
locks installed on the outside bathroom (the code is still the same), new picnic tables were added and the old ones were  
discarded at First Beach (Thank you to the Zimmer family for assisting with the waterproofing), weed treatment was  
completed at 2nd Beach, the dock was installed at Whites Cove (the height and angle will be readjusted in the near future.) 

There was a brief discussion on Sailing at 3rd Beach which was included in a recent edition of the Lake Hopatcong News 
magazine.  Thanks to Mr. Tom Preston for all of his efforts; it is very nice to see all of the sailboats out on the lake.  

There was a brief discussion on the new dock at North End; the Board determined that this dock is not meant for kayaks.  

There was a brief discussion on the beach rule concerning children at the Beach - Children under 12 need to be supervised 
by a parent or an individual of at least 14 years old.  It was determined that if a child under 12 is unattended, the parents 
should be notified to pick them up.   

The Board is obtaining estimates for surveyors to complete the study for the reserves as required by new State legislation, 
as well as estimates for paving the Clubhouse parking area.   

The Board approved to have the Clubhouse, deck, patio area, cement walkway, ramp, seawall and windows power washed 
for $800.   

The Board approved at purchase and installation of a gas generator for the Clubhouse; quotes will be obtained for the  
project.  

Sue Bedel/Catherine O’Regan donated $1,000 for the lifeguards. 
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Summary of  the Lake Shawnee Club Board Meeting     
 

August 1, 2025 
 

Planet Network has finished all of their installations, which provides the Clubhouse with free phone and internet indefinitely 
and the Snack Shack, as well; Optimum service was cancelled.  Service for the Clubhouse television will need to be deter-
mined possibly a Firestick.   

Mr. Wilsusen offered an update regarding the cape sealing/micro paving. Most of the lines have been removed along 
Hurdtown Trail, East Shawnee Trail, Fawn Terrace, Island Trail, Deer Trail Point and Beaver Point Trail, leading up to 
West Lakeview Trail. Notices will be sent out with any changes and/or updates. 

Regular memberships are up by 16 households and Senior memberships are up by 20 households this year.   

It was reported that homes for sale within the lake are on the market longer now and price reductions are occurring.   

We will be hosting a Learn About the Lake Day on September 14th. The time is TBD. 

The Social Committee events in July were the Kid’s biathlon/color war and Movie night on the 18th, an Ice Cream Social on 
the 22nd and Storytime on the 29th.  All events had great turnouts and very positive feedback. The Rock Snake is going 
really well and many creative rocks have been added.   They are continuing to sell ducks for the End of Summer  
celebration.  Coming up in August are the following events: Pirate Day – August 8th, Karaoke Bonfire Party and Full Moon 
Celebration – 9th, Ice Cream Social – 12th, Movie Night – 22nd, End of Summer Celebration – 30th.    

There was a brief discussion on an increase in fishing line/lures/hooks left on Club properties, which caused an injury to a 
hawk that was taken to an animal sanctuary for care. 

The Board was updated on the progress of the hydro raking project after several Board members met with Tigris.  The 
survey was completed and Tigris will be sending out a proposal.  

The guards are doing well, but there will be no guards on duty Saturday, August 2nd, due to scheduling conflicts with Swim 
Team Trials and Finals.  The membership will be updated by email blasts.  

The swim team ended their season with 3 wins and 6 losses. The team received an overall ranking of 2nd place in the 
small lake division.  It was reported that Park Lakes will be leaving our league next year, leaving us with a league of 9 
teams. Swimmer Madison Castle-Dalton reached a new LSC team record in the girl’s 13-14 50-meter breaststroke,  
beating the LSC record held by Sarah Gazdalski from 1994!  Silvers was held on July 22nd where eight of the eleven  
swimmers stood on the podium and received medals. The team held their banquet at Picatinny Arsenal on July 27th where 
sole senior, Dylan Lee, was recognized. Trials were held yesterday and today with Finals to be held tomorrow, August 2nd. 

Projects on Club properties included:  Clubhouse was power washed, weeding around the clubhouse (the Sassafras tree 
may be removed, and poison ivy should be sprayed and removed), LBC landscaping quote obtained for more landscape 
fabric and river rock for 2nd Beach lower area, 2nd Beach weed treatment by Native Fields.  There was a brief discussion 
on walkway for the lower area to the new retaining wall including grading of the area as a future project.  Thank you to Ms. 
Cathy Fahy for pulling weeds and cleaning up the grass along the water line at 3rd Beach.  There was a brief discussion on 
launching kayaks at North End.   

The Board was updated on the easements at 3rd Beach and property sale at North End. 

The Board was updated on quotes obtained for a generator including a possible conversion to a gas stove.  We are still 
waiting on more estimates for consideration. 

There was a brief discussion on our bylaws, specifically how we set our yearly budget.  It was suggested by our Club  
attorney that a bylaw should be written regarding reserves and what would be covered under those reserves. They would 
cover things that would need to be replaced in the future, such as appliances, the roof, the playground, etc.  This all stems 
from the law: Planned Real Estate Development Full Disclosure Act.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

Page 16 



 

Page 17 



 

Page 18 



 

Page 19 



 

Page 20 



 

Page 21 

 

                                                                

                                                                  

 

   

  

 
 
 
 

WEEDS - AS WE ALL KNOW, JULY & AUGUST HAVE BEEN VERY HOT WITH MINIMAL RAIN.  THIS 
IS GREAT FOR RECREATION AT OUR BEAUTIFUL LAKE WITH MANY SUNNY DAYS & WARM TEM-
PERATURES, BUT NOT SO GREAT FOR CONTROLLING WEED GROWTH.  ON OUR LAST SURVEY 
WITH THE AIRBOAT, THE LAKE WAS 80 DEGREES AND A FOOT DOWN ON DEPTH.  THERE IS VERY 
LITTLE WATER COMING IN & NO WATER GOING OVER THE SPILLWAY.  IT’S LIKE A POT ON A 
STOVE, OUR LAKE IS “COOKING”.  IN SPITE OF A PERFECT ENVIRONMENT FOR WEED & ALGAE 
GROWTH, JULY HAD MINIMAL WEEDS & ALGAE.  WE TREATED ONLY 1 ACRE FOR FILAMENTOUS 
ALGAE AT THE END OF JULY & SURPRISINGLY OUR CHEMISTRY FOR THE LAKE WAS VERY GOOD.  
THE D.O (DISSOLVED OXYGEN) WAS 9, CLARITY WAS 5 FEET, PH WAS 7.5 — ALL GREAT NUMBERS 
FOR A HEALTHY LAKE.  UNFORTUNATELY, THE TEMPERATURE WAS 84 DEGREES WHICH IS NOT 
GOOD.  BUT SINCE THE FIRST 2 WEEKS OF AUGUST, THINGS HAVE CHANGED.  OUR BIOLOGIST 
FROM TIGRIS (JEFF HORN) TELLS ME THAT THIS IS HAPPENING AT MANY OF THE LAKES THAT 
THEY SERVICE.  2 WEEKS LATER, WE HAD 2 ACRES OF ALGAE, 1 ACRE OF MILFOIL & ABOUT 30 
ACRES OF TAPE GRASS.  WE TREATED FOR THE ALGAE & MILFOIL & ABOUT HALF OF THE TAPE 
GRASS.  WHY ONLY HALF?  WHEN AN HERBICIDE KILLS A PLANT, IT USES OXYGEN TO BIODE-
GRADE.  BUT THAT OXYGEN IS WHAT FISH NEED TO SURVIVE, SO TAKING OUT TOO MANY 
WEEDS CAN RESULT IN A SIGNIFICANT & UNWANTED “FISH KILL”.   ALSO, TAPE GRASS PRODUC-
ES OXYGEN DURING PHOTOSYNTHESIS THAT FISH NEED, SO IT’S IMPERATIVE THAT WE PRO-
TECT OUR FISH POPULATION.  JEFF HORN WILL RETURN ON AUGUST 26th TO TREAT THE RE-
MAINING EEL GRASS, WHICH WILL GIVE OUR LAKE TIME TO RECOVER THE “D.O”. 
 
WATER FOWL — THE GEESE POPULATION HAS BEEN A MYSTERY THIS SUMMER.  AT THE END OF 
JUNE, WE ADDLED 4 EGGS AT NORTH END.  WE MISSED ANOTHER NEST THAT SUCCESSFULLY 
HATCHED 4 GOSLINGS WHICH I INITIALLY SPOTTED BUT THEN NEVER SAW THEM AGAIN THIS 
SUMMER.  IN MY MANY SURVEYS ON THE LAKE, I RARELY SEE ANY GEESE.  APPARENTLY, THEY 
COME EARLY MORNINGS & EVENINGS & EAT THE GRASS AT FIRST BEACH.  THEIR DROPPINGS 
HAVE BEEN MINIMAL AT THE BEACH.  MANY LIFEGUARDS AT FIRST BEACH REPORTED SEEING 
OVER 20 GEESE ON THE GRASS AT FIRST BEACH IN JULY.  BUT IN THE LAST FEW WEEKS, THEY 
HAVE SEEN VERY FEW (my thanks to the guards).  PERHAPS THEY HAVE RETURNED TO THE CANALS 
OF LAKE HOPATCONG. 
 
ALSO, WHERE ARE OUR SWANS?  THEY HATCHED 4 SIGNETS IN JUNE, BUT HAVE NOT BEEN 
SPOTTED IN OUR LAKE.  MAYBE ONCE THEY WERE ABLE TO FLY, THEY FOUND A BETTER PLACE TO 
LIVE? 
 
WE HAVE OVER 30 DUCKS AND THEY SPEND MOST OF THEIR TIME IN WATER AND EAT AQUATIC 
VEGETATION.  USUALLY NEWLY-HATCHED DUCKLINGS ARE CONSUMED BY SNAPPING TURTLES, 
BUT THIS SUMMER MANY HAVE SURVIVED. 
 
WE ALSO HAVE 3 OR 4 CORMORANTS LIVING ON THE LAKE.  THEY ARE BEAUTIFUL BLACK BIRDS 
WITH LONG NECKS THAT ARE COMFORTABLE UNDER THE WATER DIVING FOR FISH & CAN STAY 
UNDER WATER FOR 30 SECONDS. 
 
HYDRO RAKING — OUR COMMITTEE MET WITH 2 REPRESENTATIVES FROM TIGRIS WHO RUN 
THEIR HYDRO RAKING OPERATION.  THE MEETING WAS PRODUCTIVE — THEY EXPLAINED EACH 
FACET OF THEIR OPERATION & THE COST OF EACH PHASE. (more to come next time) 
 

I HOPE YOU HAD A WONDERFUL SUMMER AT OUR WONDERFUL LAKE.   
JEFF 
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