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          Highlights:   
  
 Nov. 5th 9:00am 
 Fall Workday 

 Nov. 18/19th 
 Annual Scarecrow 
 Contest 

 Nov. 19th 6:00pm 
 75th Anniversary  
 Celebration 

 Dec. 3rd  6:30pm 
 Trivia Night 

 Dec. 9th/10th 
 Annual Christmas 
 East vs. West 
 Light Fight  

      Message From The President 
           november/december 2022 
Since this edition of the LSC News will cover November & December, I need to wish all 
our members and your families a Happy Thanksgiving, Merry Christmas, and Happy  
Hanukkah.  

I would like to officially thank Gerry & Cathy Fahy for their extremely generous donation 
to the Club.  Hopefully, by now, you have been down to 2nd Beach to see the beautiful new 
wall and stairs.  This project is a transforming addition to the property.  We have talked 
about replacing them for a long time.  It looks fantastic!  The Fahy’s donated the  
materials for the stairs and covered the labor, and the Club paid the cost of the wall mate-
rials.  We expect the handrail to be installed shortly.  Please be sure to take a look.  
THANK YOU, Gerry & Cathy!  It is genuinely appreciated.  

On a sad note, we lost a long-time Club member and current Board member, Al Gazdalski.  
He was my next-door neighbor for over 40 years.  Al was all about Lake Shawnee, first 
moving to Lake Shawnee 50 years ago with his wife Laurie, living on Highview Trail, then 
moving to Island Trail, raising his two girls, Laurie and Sarah, here in the lake.  He loved 
and was involved in the Swim Team over the years and served multiple stints on the 
Board of Governors.  Al was in charge of 3rd Beach and ran the Club's Senior group.  He 
cared deeply about the lake's health and used his chemistry & biology education to benefit 
the lake.  He was also known as "Al, your chem pal" and offered to tutor students who 
struggled with a chemistry class.  All who knew him will undoubtedly miss Al, and we 
thank him for all his contributions to Lake Shawnee.  Rest in Peace, Al.  

Just a reminder, our Fall Clean-up is scheduled for Saturday, November 5th; we start 
work at 9 am. If you have some time to lend a hand, our Fall Clean-up is usually quick, as 
there is not as much work to do as our Spring Clean-up.  Your volunteerism year-round 
helps reduce our Club expenses; why not come out to meet some of your fellow neighbors?  
We will have tickets available for anyone who volunteers to enter our free membership 
raffle.  We draw the raffle after our Spring Workday.   

We will be soliciting nominations for our Board of Governors in January for our March 
Annual meeting.  All five officers' positions and four Board positions are up for election in 
March.  

Hard to believe I need to talk about ice on the lake already, but as our lake starts to freeze 
this winter, we ask that all who venture out please use good common sense.  We post ice 
safety rules on our website to reference, but it is up to each individual to be responsible for 
their safety.  All who use the ice and lake for recreational activities do so at their own risk.  
Please educate your children as well to not venture out without adult supervision.  

 
Enjoy your holidays! 

 
Eric Wilsusen  

Club President 

ericwilsusen@lakeshawneeclub.org 

 
   INSIDE STORY: 

Contacts                 2 
Calendar              4/5 
Social                      6 
Board Recap          8 
Lake Ecology       13  
 



 

The Lake Shawnee Clubhouse is located at 4 West Shawnee Trail Wharton NJ 07885 

 For Club Business and Rentals please contact our Office Manager, 

Lisa Peter at 973-663-1307 or officemanager@lakeshawneeclub.org 

The Office is open during the hours of 8:30am-12pm on Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday 

CLUB HOUSE RENTALS 

Rates and Terms 

Members only 

Full Day Rental: $250 
 

 A deposit of $200 and a signed  
agreement are required to  
secure your rental date. 

Call 973-663-1307 

                                        Board Meetings are held on the first Friday of every month.  
                                                                     All members welcome!! 
                                      Visit our website frequently for the most up to date information:                 
                                                                  www.lakeshawneeclub.org 

                                www.facebook.com/groups/lakeshawneeclub Page 2 

Board of  Governors 

Officers 
President   Eric Wilsusen   663-0596 
Executive VP                 Vince Matrisciano  663-5964 
Membership VP Milt Felter   663-1565 
Treasurer  Marc Sanderson        201-259-2733 
Secretary  Kristeen McConnon        769-0551  
 

Members At Large 
Jeff Keith  663-4230 
John Stern  663-5427 
Kristin White                 255-9326 
Al Pichieri                      663-5428  
Lise Meisner       201-230-8791       
Bill Carroll                     945-9310 
Christine Cumberton 557-3845 
 
Property Maintenance Chairs: 
First Beach   Eric Wilsusen  663-0596 
Club House  Lise Meisner  663-4553 
Second Beach  Bill Carroll            234-5413  
Third Beach    
White’s Cove   Al Pichieri  663-5428 
Beaver Cove  Milt Felter  663-1565 
North End  Milt Felter  663-1565 
South End/Dam             Eric and Vince 
  

Commi ee Chairs:  
Swim Team   Bill Szekula       201-874-1254 
Social Committee Kristen White  255-9326 
                                       Ruth Kuhl                       222-2357 
Fishing Committee Peter Lyden  479-0338 
Membership  Milt Felter  663-1565 
Summer Night Patrol  Eric Wilsusen  663-0596 
Lake Ecology   Jeff Keith  663-4230  
Life Guards   Kristen Iaconetti 
LSC News Editor           Kristeen McConnon      769-0551 
 
lscnews@lakeshawneeclub.org  
 
Newspaper Deadline 15th of the month prior to printing. 
 
Interested in placing an ad in the LSC News go to  
www.lakeshawneeclub.org/clubhouse.html 
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November 2022 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 
Baby and me 
5:00pm 
Social Comm.  
Mtg. 7:00pm 
 

2 
Seniors 
1:00pm 

3 4 
Board Mtg. 
7:00pm 

5 
Fall  Cleanup 
9:00am 

6 7 
Mahjong  
1:00pm 

8 
Baby and me 
5:00pm 

9 10 11 12 

13 14 
Mahjong  
1:00pm 
 

15 
Baby and me 
5:00pm 

16 
Seniors 
1:00pm 

17 18 
Judging Starts 
Scarecrow 
Competition 
 

19 
75th   
Anniversary 
Celebration 
 
 
 

20 
Winner of 
Scarecrow 
Competition 

21 
Mahjong  
1:00pm 

22 
Baby and me 
5:00pm 

23 24 
Thanksgiving 

25 26 

27 28 
Mahjong  
1:00pm 

29 
Baby and me 
5:00pm 

30 
Seniors 
1:00pm 
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December 2022 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 
Board Mtg. 
7:00pm 
 

3 
Trivia Night 
6:30pm 

4 5 
Mahjong  
1:00pm 

6 
Baby and me 
5:00pm 
Social Comm. 
Planning Mtg. 
7:00pm 

7 8 9 
Judging Starts 
Christmas 
Light Fight 

10 

11 12 
Mahjong  
1:00pm 

13 
Baby and me 
5:00pm 

14 
Seniors 
1:00pm 

15 16 17 

18 19 
Mahjong  
1:00pm 

20 
Baby and me 
5:00pm 

21 22 23 24 

25 
Christmas 

26 
Mahjong  
1:00pm 

27 
Baby and me 
5:00pm 

28 
Seniors 
1:00pm 

29 30 31 
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                Social Committee Events   
 

Social Committee:  P lease join us at the clubhouse w ith any new  ideas you might have.  Our next  
meetings are Tuesday, November 1st and December 6th at 7pm. The December meeting will be our planning 
meeting for 2023 events! If you can lend a hand at any of our events it would be greatly appreciated.  Please email  
social@lakeshawneeclub.org if you plan on attending or if you have any questions.   

Baby and Me Playgroup:  Bring the kids down to the Clubhouse to meet Moms and children of similar ages.   
Playgroup meets every Tuesday at 5:00pm. Pre-K and under.   

Shawnee Seniors Club: Our Shawnee Seniors Club meets every other Wednesday at 1pm at the clubhouse. 
The club is open to all Seniors Age 55 and older.   
 
Mahjong: Come to the Clubhouse Mondays at 1pm. Even if you’ve never played before, come on out and learn! 
 
 Annual Scarecrow Competition: Take a break from raking all of those leaves that continue to fall! Go grab a 
pumpkin, stuffing and some old clothes to create a festive scarecrow in your yard! Judging for the best scarecrow will take 
place on Friday, November 18th and Saturday, November 19th and winners will be announced on Sunday,  
November 20th on Facebook. The only requirement is that a pumpkin must be included in the display.  
 
Annual Christmas Light Fight Competition: I t’s our Annual Great Light Fight…EAST vs. WEST. Displays must be  
completed by December 9th. See the ad in the newsletter for more details! 
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Summary of the Lake Shawnee Club Board Meetings 

 
 

September 9, 2022 
   
 

The Social Committee reported that all the summer events were well attended and very successful including the End 
of Summer Celebration.  Upcoming events are the annual Dog Walk/Pet Parade in September and a Fall Movie Night 
in October.  The deadline to RSVP for the 75th Anniversary is October 15th.   

Solitude completed a survey of the lake on September 9th - although the lake was down almost a foot due to the lack 
of rain, it was in great shape.  **See more information on the lake and the treatment in the November/December ASK 
JEFF article.   

We survived the lifeguard shortage this season although 3rd Beach was not manned very often.   
And Mr. Matt Matrisciano handled Summer Security very well this year. 
 
It was reported that there is a tournament on September 10th. 
 
The Swim Team won the leagues’ Sportsmanship Award for the 4th year in a row. 
 
A memorial bench will be installed at the Clubhouse by the horseshoe pits in honor of Mr. Warren Fisher.       
 
It was reported that work on the new wall at Second Beach has been completed thanks to Gerry and Cathy Fahy.  
They donated their time and supplies to complete the stairs and their time to complete the wall (the supplies were 
purchased by the Club).  An outside railing is planned which will be more durable and easier to replace or repair than 
the previous one down the middle.  Blacktop resealing and repainting of the basketball lines will be completed in  
October.  The Board discussed future plans for the area. 
        
An email blast will be sent to the membership to remove any large boats as soon as possible before the water level 
drops any lower.  Any abandoned boats will be removed from Club property.  
   
Profit for the Snack Shack this season was reported at $355.39.   
     
The Board discussed and approved a new sign for the Clubhouse and new plantings in the area.   

The Board discussed and approved new signage for parking rules/regulations on Club properties.    

 

October 7, 2022 
   
 

The Social Committee updated the Board on upcoming events including the 75th Anniversary Celebration on  
November 19th (Deadline to RSVP October 15th).  The September Dog Walk and Pet Parade raised $60 for the  
Township animal shelter.  Upcoming Movie Night was cancelled.  Other upcoming events include a Halloween  
Storytime, Trunk or Treat, and Beer Tasting.   

It was reported that the upcoming Fall Workday is scheduled for Saturday, November 5th.  A new bench needs to be 
installed as well as regular property clean up.  A light breakfast will be served.   

The Lake Shawnee Foundation Committee met recently and created a mission statement along with our vision and 
values.  Any donations made to or collected by the foundation will be tax deductible and money can then be granted 
to the Club for future projects. 

There was a brief discussion on rental properties and membership fees.   
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Mahjong anyone? 
 

 Come to the Clubhouse Mondays at 1pm.  
Even if you’ve never played before,  

come on out and learn! 
Contact social@lakeshawneeclub.org  

with any questions! 

 
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                           TEXAS 
                 HOLD’EM WINNERS 
                       October  21st 
                               1. Pat Herrmann 

                               2. Irene Duncan 

                               3. Mike Nardone 

                               4. Ken Pelka 

                               5. Andrea Johnson 



 

Page 10 

 
The Social Committee is Seeking Volunteers 

 
In order to ensure the success and continuation of this year’s events, we need  
more volunteers to come out and lend a hand. Without increased involvement,  
we will be forced to cancel events that we have all come to love. A large  
commitment isn’t necessary. We are asking members to sign up to chair an  
event(s). New ideas are always welcome. We will share experiences and help 
you every step of the way. Grab some friends, pick an event and let’s work 
together!! If you are interested, please email social@lakeshawneeclub.org. 
 

    
 
 
 
        
    
 
 
 

Baby and Me Playgroup 
Meet Tuesdays at 5pm 

Pre-K and under 
Contact the Social Committee at  

social@lakeshawneeclub.org 
 if you plan to attend. 

   

                           Baby Sitter List 
      Name                           Age              Phone     

Breanna Carman           17         479-8743 

Hana Frattini                 15         699-5852 

Kyra Sparks  +              18         409-4998 

 
* CPR Lifeguard certified   + Red Cross certified 
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 Annual Scarecrow Competition 
 

Take a break from raking all of those leaves that continue to fall! Go grab a pumpkin, stuffing and 
some old clothes to create a festive scarecrow in your yard! Judging for the best scarecrow will take 
place on Friday, November 18th and Saturday, November 19th and winners will be announced on 
Sunday, November 20th on Facebook. The only requirement is that a pumpkin must be 

included in the display.  
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ASK JEFF 
                                                     Lake Ecology 

                                                       Jeff Keith 

                                                       973-663-4230 

                                                          jeffieboy47@yahoo.com 

Treatment update - On Sept. 9th, we had our last survey and treatment by Solitude.  Our chemistry - 
DO (7), PH (97.5), and Water Clarity (5 feet) were all looking great.  Our filamentous algae treatment went 
very well on our last treatment with some amounts in a cove near North End.  We did treat for a handful of 
lily pads (leaving the large patch alone) which have started to spread.  We try to keep that large group of 
pads for fishermen.  It provides cover and protection for small fish and attracts larger fish to feed on them.  
Most fisherman say this is a great place to catch fish. 

We did find about 10 patches of tape grass with the stem and flower emerging at the surface.  
The plant itself was still close to the bottom and will soon dissipate as the water starts to chill down in these 
next few weeks.  The flowering stems have already started to brown out.  It was recommended by the  
biologist who has been treating our lake for 20 years to leave it to the Spring.  With a good freeze this  
winter, some of it will die off naturally.  We will watch this very closely next May and June as we start a 
new season. 

While out on our survey, we saw something that was very beneficial to our lake - Freshwater  
Jellyfish.  According to the biologist, this species of jelly fish only can live in very clean water.  They were 
about the size of a penny and obviously translucent, so not easy to recognize.  Again, another indicator that 
Lake Shawnee is one of the cleanest bodies of water of all the lakes in the area.  Combined with the tiny, 
microscopic colonizing algae that looks like a brain (Bryozoa), we are in great shape.  I applaud all  
lake-front homeowners and all members for being conscientious about what you do with your lawns and 
being careful about things going into the catch basins that could harm the lake.  As the saying goes, “it takes 
a village”, and I thank you. 

With that being said, a final reminder as those leaves start to fall (which is a lot sooner with the dry 
weather), please keep them out of the lake and away from catch basins. They lead to eutrophication 
(sediment building up on the bottom of the lake).  Try and get those leaves off your lawn before they blow 
into the lake naturally. 

One last thing which is not lake related.  Monarch butterflies are in trouble.  Their habitat, which 
mostly consists of milkweed plants, has been destroyed by spraying and cutting roadside vegetation.  The 
monarchs lay their eggs on these milkweed plants so the caterpillars can eat the leaves before they change 
into a beautiful butterfly.  Needless to say, there has been an effort by many to plant milkweed seeds to  
increase this very valuable plant for monarchs.  I am always searching for the plants to gather their pods that 
contains the seeds.  Thanks to Jim Beyel, a good friend and neighbor, I found my milkweed plants and their 
seed-laden pods.  I have picked about 20 pods.  If you would like a pod so you can be part of the effort to 
help monarchs, give me a call.  Thank you in advance. 
                That’s it for now folks.  Enjoy the beautiful colors this fall.  As always, any questions about the 
lake don’t hesitate to call or email me.   

Thank you!  Jeff 
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Annual Christmas Light Fight Competition 
 

Dust Off Your Ladders….Get Out Those Extension Cords… 
Start Planning Your Display…. 

We are doing it again! It’s our Annual Great Light Fight… 
EAST vs. WEST 

East Side - Starts at the dam and continues toward Stanlick ending at  
Shenandoah Crescent/West Lakeview Trail 

West Side- Starts at the dam and continues toward 2nd Beach up to and including 
Shenandoah Crescent, West Lakeview Trail and Shawnee Parkway 

 
Displays must be completed by December 9th.  

Judging will take place Friday, December 9th & Saturday, December 10th  
 

We will see which side of the Lake shows the most holiday spirit!! Who will win?!?  
East or West!! 

 
Our Judges will also choose one Overall Winner from each side of the Lake. 

Prizes will be awarded. 
 

The winners will be announced on Sunday, December 11th on Facebook. 
 

**Judging is done by anonymous families who do not live in the lake** 



 

Page 16 

 
With Our Deepest Sympathy 

 
On behalf of the Board of Governors of the Lake Shawnee Club, we offer our 

thoughts and prayers to the family and friends of Albert Joseph Gazdalski, who 
passed away unexpectedly on his birthday, October 7th.  Al was acƟve in the Lake 

Shawnee community for 50 years.  He was a current Board of Governors  
member dedicaƟng his Ɵme to environmental concerns for the lake and heading 

the 3rd Beach CommiƩee.  He was an avid volunteer for the Swim Team and 
club acƟviƟes, including pig roasts, Community Day, Winter Carnival, and Fishing 
contests.  Al enjoyed watching his daughters’ swim compeƟƟons for University 

of Scranton, William Paterson University, Pope John High School, the YMCA, and 
the Lake Shawnee Swim team.  He also enjoyed going to cheer and dance  
compeƟƟons for his granddaughters.  He loved fishing for recreaƟon and  

socializing with the senior group in Lake Shawnee.  Al also spent Ɵme as a tutor 
to many students taking Chemistry courses.  He helped various girl scout troops work on their science 

badges.  Being an outdoor person, he spent many hours on motorcycle rides with his buddies, and hiking 
through various naƟonal parks with his family.  Al never missed a Jeopardy episode, and he would enjoy his 

crossword puzzles.  He loved a fresh cup of coffee and a cookie any Ɵme of the day. 
Al is survived by his loving wife of 50 years, Laurie, daughters Laurie (Michael) and Sarah (Alex), and 

granddaughters Sophia, Serena, ScarleƩ, and Reese.  He also leaves behind his brothers, Joseph (Kathie), 
Thomas (Karen), and nephews and niece Adam, Jayne, Alex, and Eric (CrisƟna). 

 
Al will be missed by the enƟre Lake Shawnee Community.  Rest in Peace, Al! 

 

 

 On behalf of the Board of Governors of lake Shawnee we offer our thoughts and prayers to the  
family and friends of Lois Elaine Archibald who passed away on Thursday,  October 20, 2022 at Excel Care, 
Dover.  She was 84 years of age. Lois was born and raised in Ishpeming, in the upper peninsula of  
Michigan.  She later seƩled in Lake Shawnee secƟon of Jefferson Twp. 40 years ago. She was a loving  
mother and very proud of her family.  Lois enjoyed painƟng, reading, snow and water skiing but most of  
all she loved holidays and family gatherings. She was a member of St. Peter’s Episcopal Church,   
Mt. Arlington.  She also belonged to the Lake Shawnee Senior CiƟzens as well as the Lake Hopatcong  
Senior CiƟzens. 
 Predeceased by her husband Tony Archibald and her parents; John Elmer Kielinen and Mayme  
Susan (KuisƟ) & brothers Ronald and Kenneth. 
 She leaves her four daughters, Susan Lavin and husband Peter of CT., Toni Valerio and husband  
Paul of Mt. Arlington, Sarah Kelly and husband David of Oak Ridge, Betsy Kuntz and husband Walter of  
Lake Shawnee. Nine Grandchildren: Nicole Valerio, Erica Collins, Elizabeth Kapetaneas, Emma Nunez‐Perez, 
MaƩhew Kelly, Bridget Kelly, Jack Kuntz, Colleen Bley & Abigail Kuntz. Also survived by three Great  
Grandchildren; Grace, Angela and Maxine. 
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Message from the Mayor 
 

So, I realize all just received our recent Township newsletter in which I mentioned the town was 
hoping to pave the remaining side roads in the lake and West Shawnee in the Spring.  Lousy timing,  
unfortunately.  I always try to be optimistic, and I wrote that message at the beginning of October.  Our 
public works crew has been working and trying hard to get all the side road drainage done, but as of 
10/25, they are just finishing up on Mountain View.  After consulting with my Engineering and Public 
Works professionals, we decided not to push it and hold off on all paving until Spring.  Weather and 
colder night temperatures and, believe it or not, all the leaves coming down really make it unfavorable 
to pave.  Most paving companies begin to shut down beginning in November as it becomes unfavorable 
to get this work done. We were looking at almost a week of milling and a week of paving and hoping we 
would have favorable conditions to complete it all, which could be a gamble.  If the actual road  
temperatures are not above 50 degrees, we cannot pave.  We want a quality product that lasts when it is 
done, so doing so in the Spring, combined with paving West Shawnee simultaneously, is the best choice.  

Last, be aware once our public works crew finishes up on Mountain View, they will be going right 
over to West Shawnee to complete the drainage project from Mallard to almost Second Beach.  

 

Thank you for understanding! 

Eric Wilsusen, Mayor 

                    

             Although things may still be uncertain in some parts 
           of the world,  travel is growing in leaps and bounds. 

           It is a great time to plan for 2023 and even 2024. 
                                          We can help. Give us a call. 92 W Shawnee Tr.  

Wharton NJ 07885 

    973-663-1070 

anne@smallworld-travel.com 
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